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disbelieves whatever he chooses. One only wonders that
he has conjured up no more victims to the alleged con-
spiracy between the Governor General and the Chief
Justice.    Unhappily for his argument, out of all Mr.
Hastings's accusers, not another had been hanged either
for forgery or any other capital offence, and still more
unluckily, it was proved afterwards before the House of
Commons, that, duringSir Elijah's long residence in India,
not a single prisoner had been sentenced to death except
the Rajah.   Yet if these two functionaries had been ca-
pable of the crime he imputes to them, and if the other
judges had been so uninfluential or supine as he implies
them to have been, nothing would have been easier
than to have brought some score of the Governor's
enemies under the same dreadful penalty : and yet, in a
former instance, Fowkes and others, including the Rajah
himself, who had been tried for conspiracy against Mr.
Hastings, were acquitted by the Supreme Court.*   Con-
cerning that transaction Mr. Macaulay keeps a prudential
silence. Nor does he pretend to deny that Nuncomar was
a most accomplished scoundrel, and one who had com-
mitted crimes which would have brought him to condign
punishment in any country under the sun.    He admits
that "this bad man was stimulated at once by malignity,
avarice, and ambition;"  and that, by accusing Warren
Hastings, he sought " to be avenged on his old enemy, to
wreak a grudge of seventeen years, to establish himself
in the favour of the majority of the Council, to become
the greatest native in Bengal!"   With all this my father
had nothing to do; for whatever were Nuncomar's evil
motives and propensities, the Supreme Court had only to
try him on a capital charge which had long been pend-
ing.    It was, however, in that blessed frame of mind,
which   Mr.   Macaulay   himself has   described,   that
the Maharajah   Nuncomar,   on the  6th of   March,
pit into   the ever-open and   inviting   palm of Mr.
Francis, a paper accusing the Governor General of
oppression,   fraud,    embezzlement,   and    corruption.
Francis  read   this    precious   document  in   Council.
The Governor General indignantly complained of the
way in which he was treated; spoke with contempt
of tae accusations of so discredited an informer, and
* See HowelTs State Trials.